Returning to School: FAQs
Guidance for Parents and Carers
March 2021
We are looking forward to welcoming you back next week. Our procedures for managing
the risks associated with COVID-19 will remain mostly as they were before Christmas.
However, we thought you would appreciate some clarification in the form of ‘Frequently
Asked Questions’. We hope you find this useful – please do not hesitate to get in touch if
you have any further questions.

Q1. Does my child have to return to school next week?
Yes. Attendance is mandatory for all pupils from Monday 8th March and all the usual rules about
school attendance will apply.

Q2. What if they have symptoms of COVID-19?
You must NOT send your child to school if they have symptoms of Coronavirus. Tests can be
booked by visiting. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing or by
dialling 119.

Q3. What happens if someone tests positive for COVID-19?
You will be informed immediately if your child has come into close contact with someone who has
tested positive. We will then isolate the ‘bubble’ and provide remote learning for the duration of
your time at home.

Q4. What are the rules around drop-off / pick up?
These haven’t changed. Can we please remind parents to respect the one way system on the
yard, maintain social distancing and leave the school grounds as quickly as possible? If your child
comes to school via SEND transport, this will go ahead as normal.

Q5. Do we need to wear facemasks?
Parents must wear facemasks whilst on school grounds. Staff will continue to wear facemasks in
communal areas and may wear them in classrooms where social distancing is difficult. Primary
aged children do not need to wear facemasks.
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Q6. Are we testing for COVID-19?
Staff are doing twice-weekly ‘lateral flow’ tests. These are designed to indicate the potential
presence of COVID-19 in asymptomatic people. A positive result would mean we’d have to isolate
the bubble until we have been able to get a PCR test. Primary-aged children will NOT be tested.

Q7. Have the staff been vaccinated?
School staff have not been prioritised for vaccinations. Staff will be vaccinated alongside the
general public – meaning older staff and those with pre-existing conditions will be given the
vaccination first. Around 200,000 people in Sheffield have been given the first dose of the
vaccination at the time of writing.

Q8. What should my child wear for school?
They should wear their usual school uniform. As before, they can wear their PE kit on their
designated PE day (your child’s teacher will confirm when this is) but they should wear a school
jumper / cardigan over the top of their PE shirt (i.e. not just a random tracksuit top!).

Q9. What else will they need?
They should bring a water bottle each day. Reading books can be changed twice weekly (as they
need to be quarantined) and pencil cases can be left in school. They should not bring anything
else in unless requested (i.e. no toys!).

Q10. Is Breakfast Club running?
Yes, Breakfast Club is running from 7:30am every day. This should be booked in advance and the
prices are below. To book your place, please email Mrs Rowett on
mrowett@wharncliffeside.sheffield.sch.uk and make your payment/s via sQuid.
Option
A
B
C

Price
£5
£20
£12

Details
1 session (specify when booking)
All week (Mon – Fri)
All week (Pupil Premium)

Q11. What are the dinner choices?
We are returning to the menu we had before Christmas (see final page of this document – next
week is ‘Week One’). This was officially the ‘Autumn’ menu so it could change at some point – we
will let you know when this is. Dinners can be pre-ordered via sQuid* or ordered by your child
during registration. They are charged at £2.20 per day unless you qualify for Free School Meals.
*The correct menu will not be viewable until Friday afternoon so please do not order before then.
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Q12. Will we still be using the ‘bubbles’ system to keep children separated?
Yes. Classes will have designated playtimes and kept apart wherever possible (e.g. there will be
no whole-school assemblies). There will be limited mixing between groups. Mixing will occur for
educational reasons (e.g. KS1 Phonics and SEND children attending the ‘Learning Zone’). We will
keep thorough records of who has mixed with who in case we do have a positive case.

Q13. Where can I go for more information?
www.sheffield.go.uk/backtoschoolsafely explains in more detail the measures that are in place.

Q14. My child is really worried about coming back to school. Do you have any tips or
advice?
Sheffield Parent Hub are running some FREE advice sessions via Zoom to support parents with
this (see available dates below). If you would like to book on to one of the sessions, visit
http://bit.ly/SheffParentHub to make your selection and confirm your place.
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Q15. When will things go back to normal?
The Government’s ‘Roadmap’ to reopening the country is a step-by-step plan to ease restrictions
and lead us back to some sort of normality. Reopening schools next week is the first step in exiting
the current lockdown.
Before taking each step, the Government are reviewing the latest data on the impact of lifting
restrictions against 4 tests. It is therefore vital that we all continue to stick to the rules if we want to
get our lives back.
The 4 tests are:
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Q16. What will happen when?
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THANK YOU FOR READING

Mr Gaughan

3rd March 2021
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