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VISIONVISIONVISIONVISION    

The education provided at Wharncliffe Side, will help our children towards a literate, secure 

and valued place in society for the remainder of their lives. English will teach our pupils to 

speak and write fluently so they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and 

through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them and they can further 

their own knowledge and develop culturally, emotionally and intellectually.     

AIMSAIMSAIMSAIMS    

We believe literacy is crucial key to improving learning and raising standards, which 

supports children to access subjects across the curriculum. 

We want all our children to learn to speak, read and write with confidence, fluency and 

understanding, enabling them to become independent, confident and creative learners. 

We aim for children to :- 

• Enjoy using language in all its forms and have the confidence and ability to do so. 

• Develop understanding and skills to become independent and enthusiastic readers 

and writers. 

• Be effective, competent communicators and good responsive listeners in all situations. 

• Experience a sense of achievement regardless of age or ability 

• Have equality of opportunity regardless of race, gender, or ability 

• Be prepared for the next stage of their education. 

 

Approach to teaching and learning Language and LiteracyApproach to teaching and learning Language and LiteracyApproach to teaching and learning Language and LiteracyApproach to teaching and learning Language and Literacy    

The Primary National Curriculum, published September 2013 for English forms the basis of 

teaching and learning literacy across Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 

Pupils in Foundation Stage follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework 2014 to 

ensure continuity through to National Curriculum.  

Literacy is taught in either a discreet or cross curricular environment as appropriate.  

Literacy is linked to the school’s creative curriculum, with provision for a range of teaching 

and learning inputs including cross curricular links, drama, outside visits and outside visitors. 

The curriculum aims to ensure all pupils :-  

• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often for both pleasure and information. 



• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and a knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading and writing and spoken language. 

• Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting language and style for a range of 

contexts and purposes and audiences. 

• Use discussion in order to learn, being able to elaborate and explain clearly, 

understanding and ideas. 

• Be competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

• Appreciate our rich and varied literacy heritage. 

Spoken Spoken Spoken Spoken LanguageLanguageLanguageLanguage    

We believe spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. Therefore 

we strive for the development of our pupil’s confidence and competence in speaking and 

listening through a range of activities such as –  

• Class debates and discussions e.g. philosophy for children, presentations, soap box. 

• Drama and whole school performances.  

• Role play (particularly in lower school) 

• Discussions around books in reading sessions. 

• Encouraging pupils to prepare their ideas for writing orally before recording.  

ReadingReadingReadingReading    

Reading is taught through the two dimensions of ‘Word Reading’ and ‘Comprehension’.  

Word reading involves working out the pronunciation of unfamiliar words by decoding them. 

This is something which is taught at Wharncliffe Side through Phonics. 

PhonicsPhonicsPhonicsPhonics    

Children are taught following the ‘Letters and Sounds’ scheme from the Foundation Stage 

through to Key Stage 1. Where necessary it is also taught in Key stage 2.  

It is supplemented with learning materials from other schemes. 

Children are introduced to each aspect of Phase 1 on entry into school 

Phase 1Phase 1Phase 1Phase 1    

• Explore and experiment with sounds and words 

• Distinguish between different sounds in the environment  and phonemes 

• Learn to orally blend and segment sounds in words 



Once children have a wealth of experience from Phase 1 they move on to Phase 2   

Phase 2Phase 2Phase 2Phase 2    

• This is the teaching of 19 single sounds to segment and blend using letters.  

• Children will begin to read vowel, consonant  words (vc)  e.g. up  if,   

• Children will begin to read consonant, vowel, consonant (cvc) words e.g. cat  big  

pan. 

Phase 3Phase 3Phase 3Phase 3    

• Children are taught further 25 graphemes so that they can represent the sounds 

used in the English language  e.g.  ee   oo   igh.    

• Practice of previous learning is consolidated for reading and writing. 

 

Phase 4Phase 4Phase 4Phase 4    

• To consolidate children’s knowledge in reading and spelling words which contain 

adjacent consonants   e.g. sl  st  pr  fl    

• To read polysyllabic words e.g.   sunset  windmill   pondweed 

    

Phase 5Phase 5Phase 5Phase 5****    

• To learn new graphemes for reading and spelling.  

• To learn alternative pronunciation for some known graphemes. 

Phase 6Phase 6Phase 6Phase 6****    

• Consolidation, enabling children to become fluent readers and increasingly accurate 

spellers 

 

*Children in Year One are expected to be at Phase 5 by the summer term in order to be 

prepared for their phonics screening test.  

*Children in Year Two are expected to consolidate their phonics learning in Phase 6. 

At each phase after Phase 1, children are taught ‘high frequency’ and ‘tricky words’ to help 

with reading and writing. 

Some children may need extra practise in some (or all) phases and this will be taught using 

intervention strategies. 



After completing Letters and Sounds, children use Support for Spelling, to take their phonics 

reading knowledge into spelling. 

Y1 Phonics ScreeningY1 Phonics ScreeningY1 Phonics ScreeningY1 Phonics Screening    

All Y1 pupils able to access the test are screened using the DFE Phonics screening Check. 

Any pupils not achieving the required standard will take part in the Re - screening Check in 

Y2. 

    

ComprehensionComprehensionComprehensionComprehension    

Comprehension is taught and then practised through:- 

Guided ReadingGuided ReadingGuided ReadingGuided Reading    

This takes place weekly, in a small group, using an appropriate levelled text and is guided by 

an adult texts will involve stories, poems and non-fiction materials. It focuses on teaching 

children how to progress from their current level, onto the next level of reading. It also gives 

children chance to apply strategies they have learned, to new text. 

Shared Reading Shared Reading Shared Reading Shared Reading     

This happens during literacy sessions, immersing children in the pattern of story and features 

of text types. The teacher models reading and draws out key elements of the content, 

offering opportunities for high quality discussions. 

Independent Reading Independent Reading Independent Reading Independent Reading     

We encourage children to read independently throughout the school. The school library is 

available to pupils to read and borrow books from and each classroom should have a 

dedicated reading area available for pupils to select topical or interest books from as well as 

to use for quiet reading time. 

Children work through books from the ‘Book Banded’ reading baskets, or graded chapter 

books. We endeavour to hear all children read independently. A running record will be taken 

regularly on children reading from Book Bands to determine progress and an appropriate 

level based on their word reading and comprehension skills.  

Home RHome RHome RHome Reading eading eading eading     

Children take home a book and we encourage them to read regularly with an adult. A 

Reading Journal for communication with parents is also sent home. We like children to 

choose their own book from an appropriate Book Band Level. Parents are encouraged to 



share in the development of reading by listening to their child read, discussing the text and 

by writing a comment in their child’s Reading Journal. 

    

    

Reading VReading VReading VReading Volunteersolunteersolunteersolunteers    

We have a number of regular reading volunteers who come into school to listen to children 

read. This gives an opportunity for pupils to read to an interested adult (a different 

audience) and to discuss their book with them. 

 

WritingWritingWritingWriting    CompositionCompositionCompositionComposition    

Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas and then 

organising them coherently for the reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the reader, 

context and purpose as well as having an increasing range of vocabulary and grammar. 

At Wharncliffe Side writing is taught and then practised through:- 

Shared writingShared writingShared writingShared writing    

This is modelled by the teacher with contributions from the children. The emphasis may be 

on the generation of ideas, grammatical awareness, composition, presentation or other key 

skills needed in writing. 

This is not exclusive to literacy lessons and is encouraged to be taught across the curriculum.  

Guided writingGuided writingGuided writingGuided writing    

This takes place in smaller groups with a teaching focus on where pupils are in their writing 

and next steps progression. 

Younger pupils will have more focused individual support to move on their writing. 

Independent writingIndependent writingIndependent writingIndependent writing    

All pupils will have opportunities to write independently. 

In Foundation Stage there are opportunities for developmental writing, through provision in 

the learning environment. Children’s own writing should be celebrated alongside the direct 

teaching of key skills. 

Throughout school children have opportunities to develop their confidence in writing and to 

practise their writing skills.  



ExtendedExtendedExtendedExtended    WritingWritingWritingWriting    

Children also have the opportunity to further develop their writing by immersing themselves 

in a sustained piece of writing each week or over a number of lessons. This gives children 

chance to practise, revise and demonstrate skills taught in different genre. This may take 

many different forms such as ‘Big Writing’ which will be previously prepared, or ‘Personal 

Writing’ which is independent work from a stimulus. Children at Wharncliife Side are also 

encouraged to extend their writing in cross curricular subjects for example they may produce 

a detailed write up of a science experiment or record an in depth study of a historical figure. 

Writing TranscriptionWriting TranscriptionWriting TranscriptionWriting Transcription    

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription. Pupils are taught to spell 

words quickly and accurately through their knowledge of relationships between sounds and 

letters, and through morphology and orthography.  

Vocabulary, Spelling, PuncVocabulary, Spelling, PuncVocabulary, Spelling, PuncVocabulary, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammartuation and Grammartuation and Grammartuation and Grammar    

Opportunities to develop pupil’s vocabulary arise during the teaching of new topics and 

through reading and writing. Children are taught the relationships between words, their 

origins and how to clarify the meanings of words. 

Children are taught the different ways of spelling sounds, looking at patterns and ‘exception 

words’ these are outlined in the English curriculum appendix. Spelling is also taught through 

the teaching of phonics in Foundation Stage and Key Stage One. 

Grammar in the first instance is taught through our interactions and discussions with others, 

therefore we offer a range of opportunities for pupils to develop their language skills. Once 

children become more familiar with grammatical concepts they are expected to apply and 

explore grammar concepts in their speech and writing. Statutory guidance is followed to 

teach children the fundamental skills of grammar as outlined in the curriculum. 

    

HandwritingHandwritingHandwritingHandwriting    

Letter formation and handwriting is taught weekly throughout school until pupils have a 

confident style of handwriting. 

Correct pencil grip is taught and support given for those finding this difficult, through 

triangular pencils and pencil grips. In Foundation Stage pre handwriting skills are taught to 

develop posture and muscle development in order to hold pencils effectively for writing.  

The correct way of starting, forming and joining letters is modelled by the teacher. Good 

presentation is emphasised at all times and through all forms of writing. Children are 



expected to join their writing as soon as they are able and this is encouraged from Year 1. 

From Year 3 children can earn a ‘Pen Licence’, when it is felt that their handwriting and 

presentation is correct. 

All staff are expected to model and use the level of handwriting expected across school and 

use this in displays and ICT work by using the HFW font. 

 

AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    

Work will be marked and assessed in line with the assessment policy and following the 

School Tracking and Assessment Tools for Sheffield. 

Children should know and have access to their Targets in both reading and writing which 

are regularly monitored by their class teacher. 

Assessment in reading is recorded on individual or group reading record sheets. 

Assessment grids are produced for each child in reading, writing and ‘spelling, punctuation 

and grammar’. These are used to inform planning, to target teaching to the needs of the 

children. 

Teacher assessment is recorded half termly on the DC Pro Tracker. These assessments are 

then discussed at pupil progress meetings on a termly basis.  

In year 2 and Year 6 pupils are assessed through End of Key Stage SAT’s and years 3, 4 

and 5 are assessed using Optional SAT’s. 

 

InclusionInclusionInclusionInclusion    

We aim to ensure the teaching and learning of language and literacy skills is accessible for 

all pupils, regardless of gender, race or ability, so they can achieve their full potential.  

Steps are taken to support pupils falling behind and those with Special Educational Needs, 

through a range of intervention programmes and/or access to IRU teaching and staff. 

Gifted pupils are identified and suitable learning challenges or other extension activities are 

provided. 

    

    



Role of the subject leaderRole of the subject leaderRole of the subject leaderRole of the subject leader    

The subject leader will support and drive forward the improvement of standards of teaching 

and learning in literacy through :- 

• Ensure the literacy curriculum is effectively planned and taught across the school. 

• Monitoring literacy throughout school including lesson observations, learning walks, 

work scrutiny, planning scrutiny, moderation of work and assessment. 

• Attending pupil progress meetings. 

• Use assessment data to improve teaching and raise attainment. 

• Keeping abreast of new development. 

• Leading and supporting colleagues. 

• Auditing and disseminating knowledge and resources. 

• Contribute to the school culture of high expectations. 

 

Role of the class teacherRole of the class teacherRole of the class teacherRole of the class teacher    

• Be responsible for teaching English as set out in the policy. 

• Plan interesting, differentiated lessons to accommodate all pupils in their group. 

• Mark and assess pupils work according to school policy to inform future planning. 

• Plan opportunities for pupils to use and develop their literacy skills through other 

subjects. 

• Ensure that all pupils make progress and fulfil their potential in literacy. 


