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Our School’s Mission Statement: 
Wharncliffe Side Primary School: Where children’s love 
and curiosity for lifelong learning blossoms through 
inspirational teaching in a safe, supportive and nurturing 
environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nurturing confidence, nurturing potential, nurturing success. 
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2. The Drivers for Our Curriculum  

1. The values upon which the curriculum is based: We believe that our children deserve and need us to provide more than just the National Curriculum. These ‘drivers’ represent the 

philosophy that underpins everything we do at Wharncliffe Side.  

 Inclusion: We are committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure the best possible progress for all our pupils whatever 

their needs or abilities. We promote respect for the way that all children are unique. We embrace all people irrespective of race, 

gender, age or need. We aim to enable each person to be successful and we provide equal opportunities for all the children in our 

school. We value the spiritual and moral development of each person, as well as their intellectual and physical growth. We value 

independent learning as a life skill and our curriculum reflects and provides opportunities for this. 

 Pupil Voice: Communication is key. It is a key aim of our curriculum, that our children develop the skills necessary to communicate 

their thoughts, ideas and feelings successfully in a wide range of different forms. Children need to know how to speak and listen, 

read and write in a variety of different situations. Our curriculum exploits every opportunity to develop these key skills. 

 Community: We value the importance of each person in our community.  We organise our curriculum so that we promote co-

operation and understanding between all members of our community and beyond. We value the rights enjoyed by each person in 

our society.  We respect each child in our school for who they are, and we treat them with fairness and honesty. We encourage 

children to have high aspirations and make positive contributions throughout their lives.  

 Environment: We value our environment and we aim, through our curriculum, to teach respect for our local environment and our 

world and how we should care for it for future generations, as well as our own. 

 Engagement: Our curriculum is stimulating. We provide a wide range experiences for our children. We encourage children to 

explore for themselves and we utilise visits and visitors to enhance learning.  

 Healthy Bodies and Healthy Minds: It is important to us that all members of our school community are healthy both physically 

and mentally. We will exploit every opportunity through our curriculum to help the children to develop the physical and mental 

strength to be successful and happy. 

 

1. Core Values 

Our Core Values are central to everything we do; they are interwoven through the curriculum. These can be 

summarised as the ‘6 Rs’ of Resilience, Resourcefulness, Reflectiveness, Relationships, Risk-taking and Respect. 

We encourage children to use these aspects through developing a Growth Mindset. 

 



 

   

   

 

 

 
CORE VALUES: 

Resilience, Resourcefulness, 
Reflectiveness, Relationships, 
Risk-taking, Respect. 

Growth Mindset 

Inclusion Pupil Voice Community 

Environment Engagement 
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bodies & 
healthy minds 



Nurturing confidence, nurturing potential, nurturing success. 

Fulfil all requirements of the National Curriculum 
and the Sheffield Syllabus for Religious 
Education 
 

3. The curriculum at Wharncliffe Side Primary aims to…  

Enable children to recognise and utilise their own personal 
learning attributes. 

Teach children the essential skills of literacy, numeracy and 
science and transfer these to other subjects. 

Enable children to develop their knowledge and understanding 
of the world, including how their environment and society have 
changed over time. 

Enable the children to understand how to keep themselves safe 
and healthy.  

Engender a positive attitude towards learning 
and acquire the foundations for lifelong learning. 

Enable children to be creative and to develop 
their own thinking. 

Inspire all children to learn and develop their 
knowledge, skills and understanding. 

 

Children are inclusive; have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, are able to live and work co-operatively 
with others. 
Children are positive citizens in our school, community and wider society. 
Children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow up committed to equal opportunities for 
all. 
Children understand Britain's cultural heritage. 
 

As a result,  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Organisation & Rationale 

 We have designed a bespoke curriculum to meet the needs of our children.  

 At the heart of our curriculum are the core subjects of English and Maths; skills are developed then applied 

throughout all other subjects in our broad and balanced curriculum.  

 We use a cross-curricular topic-based approach to learning. Each topic lasts for a term to allow the children to 

embed their learning in a meaningful context and make links and build on existing knowledge.  

 Each topic has a History or Geography focus and this is because we are committed to broadening children’s 

horizons and aim to inspire real curiosity and a fascination for the world and its people, both past and present. 

 We have designed our curriculum to include events with local and national significance (such as The Sheffield 

Flood and the history of the local area). 

 As we have mixed-age classes, we have a 2 year cycle. This enables us to meet the requirements of the 

National Curriculum. In Key Stage 1, we achieve this by both classes doing the same topic at the same time. In 

Key Stage 2, we use ‘supplementary themes’ to ensure coverage and support learning. There is a diagram on 

the next page to show all the different routes through school. 

 Children are encouraged to delve deeper into their learning, building on the skills progressively each year. 

 Some subjects are taught discretely (e.g. MFL in Key Stage 2). 

 Our IR (Integrated Resource) children are integrated into mainstream classes and access the curriculum at a 

level appropriate for their needs. 

 Reception children are involved in the topics at an age-appropriate level but assessed against the Early 

Learning Goals (ELGs). 

 Pupil Voice is incorporated into our curriculum through the use of subject ambassadors, regular meetings with 

subject leaders and an element of pupil-based enquiry within each topic.  



 

 
The diagram below shows the different routes our children can take through the school; where the numbers show which 
class they are in (i.e. a child following ‘Route A’ will spend Reception & Y1 in Class 1; then move to Class 2 in Y2). 

 

Route Cycle (start) Reception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

A 

1 

(2019-20) 

1 1 2 3 3 4 5 

B 1 1 2 3 4 4 5 

C 1 1 2 3 4 5 5 

D 1 2 2 3 3 4 5 

E 1 2 2 3 4 4 5 

F 1 2 2 3 4 5 5 

         

G 

2 

(2020-21) 

1 1 2 3 3 4 5 

H 1 1 2 3 4 4 5 

I 1 1 2 3 4 5 5 

J 1 2 2 3 3 4 5 

K 1 2 2 3 4 4 5 

L 1 2 2 3 4 5 5 

 

 As you can see, all the children in a particular year group are together during their Reception year, Y2, Y3 and Y6. Our 
Y1, Y4 and Y5 children are split across two different classes.  

 Our standard intake number is 20; so each class is designed to be made up of 20 from one year group and 10 from 
another (e.g. Class 1 would be 20 Reception children and 10 Y1s). The exact numbers depend on actual cohort sizes 
(e.g. the 2019-20 Y6 cohort has 26 children). 

 Routes through school are not predetermined; we decide at the end of each academic year which children will be 
going where. We take a number of factors into consideration when making this decision: age, ability, learning style, 
friendship groups, boy / girl mix and parental wishes. 

 Because of the 12 different routes a child can take through our school, we have planned our curriculum very carefully 
to ensure they do not miss any key learning. 
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Cycle 1 (2019-20) 

 

Class Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

1 & 2 Polar Regions Keeping Healthy 
Where in the World? 

(UK focus) 

3 Ancient Greece Stone Age to Iron Age Our Place in the World 

4 Maya Civilization Rainforests 
The Roman Empire and its 

effect on Britain 

5 Water War Keen to be Green 

 

5. Overview 



 
Cycle 2 (2020-21) 

 

Class Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

1 & 2 
Growth and Changes 

(Once Upon a Time) 

Space  

(Significant People focus) 
Africa 

3 Ancient Egypt Tudor Monarchy Europe 

4 Vikings Mighty Mountains 
Local History  

(Victorians Focus) 

5 Anglo-Saxons Awesome America Sheffield 

 
 
 
 

5. Overview 



 

6. Implementation 

 6a: Our ‘Curriculum Implementation’ document. For each (termly) topic, this shows the sequence of lessons 

(knowledge and understanding), vocabulary and key concepts covered. 

 6b: The ‘key concepts’ are the themes that run through a particular subject, regardless of the ‘topic’ (e.g. 

‘Settlements’ for History). Drawing children’s attention to these enables them to cement their understanding by 

comparing and contrasting with previous topics studied (e.g. how does the Viking way of life compare to the 

Stone Age way of life?) 

 6c / 6d: For each subject, subject leaders have identified the key skills relevant to each year group. Where 

relevant, these are taught alongside the knowledge and understanding for a particular topic. This enables us to 

offer a different learning experience to two different year groups within the same class (e.g. when Class 4 study 

‘The Maya’, more will be expected of the Y5s compared to the Y4s). 

 6e: An example of a completed curriculum implementation document 

 6f: Within a topic, links are made across different subject areas when appropriate. ‘Curriculum Overviews’ show 

the key learning objectives to be covered across the curriculum. These are shared with parents at the beginning 

of a new topic.  

 In order to make learning memorable, we aim to make it fun! We ‘immerse’ children in a topic through 

classroom organisation / displays, trips, visitors and experiences. ‘Pupil Voice’ is also taken into account; what 

else do they want to learn? 

 Topic-based homework is presented to children via a ‘Homework Menu’ approach. This gives them the 

opportunity to take some responsibility for their own learning and produce work that is interesting and 

meaningful to them. For more information, see our homework policy. 

 Learning is shared with parents in a variety of ways: via the weekly school newsletter; the half-termly class 

newsletter; our various social media channels (Facebook, Twitter and YouTube) and individual ‘Class Pages’ on 

the school website. We also invite parents into school regularly for workshops, family learning events, 

assemblies and exhibitions.  



6a. Curriculum Implementation:  
 

Class:  Cycle:  Term:  Focus:  

Sequence of lessons – knowledge 
Links to previous learning: 
 

Supplementary Theme: 

1 
 

2 
 Immersion / Enrichment: 

 

How will learning be shared? 

3 
 

4 
 Key Concepts: Vocabulary: 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

Key Skills (see over) 

9 Assessment Question 
Notes: 

10 Pupil Voice 



6b. Key Concepts (History & Geography): 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6c. Key Skills – History 

 
 
 



 
 



6d. Key Skills – Geography 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6e. Example of a Curriculum Overview: 
 

Class 3 Curriculum Overview: Topic – Ancient Greece Autumn 1 2019 

 
ENGLISH (Writing Narrative) 

o I can plan writing using similar texts as a model. 

o I can write using a range of sentence structures. 

o I can use the correct tense when writing. 

o I can proof read my writing to identify spelling, 
punctuation and grammar errors and edit 
accordingly. 

o I can assess the effectiveness of my writing and 
suggest changes to improve it. 

o I can use prefixes to form different nouns. 

ENGLISH (Grammar) 

o I can use a range of conjunctions. 

o I can use expanded noun phrases to convey detail 
information concisely 

o I can organise my writing into appropriate 
paragraphs 

o I can use brackets, commas and dashes to show 
parenthesis. 

o I can use adverbs and prepositions to increase the 
variety and richness of my sentences. 

ENGLISH (Reading) 

o I can listen to and discuss narratives, diary 
recounts, poetry and persuasive texts. 

o I can identify the themes within a text. 

o I can infer character thoughts, feelings & motives 
from their actions and justify my inferences. 

o I can ask questions to help my understanding of 
the text. 

o I can discuss words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination. 

COMPUTING 

o I can open, edit and save my work correctly 

o I can work collaboratively with my learning partner 

o I can use search engines to find information on the 
internet  

o I can identify and correct errors. 
 

MATHS 

o I can identify, represent and estimate numbers 
using different representations. 

o I can find 10 or 100 more or less than a given 
number 

o I can understand place value in 3 digit numbers. 

o I can read, write and compare numbers in 
numerals and words up to 1000 

 

 

o I can add and subtract numbers mentally, 
including HTO and tens / hundreds. 

o I can solve number problems and practical 
problems. 

o I can count from 0 in different multiples. 

o I can add and subtract numbers mentally 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

o I can greet people and ask them their names in 
French 

o I can respond to simple classroom instructions in 
French 

o I can find Paris on a map 

o I can count to 10 in French  

ART & DESIGN 

o I can use a sketch book to collect, record and 
evaluate my ideas 

o I can explore and discuss different purposes of art. 

o I can improve my technique when sketching and 
drawing 

o I can work collaboratively to create a piece of 
artwork. 

 

SCIENCE – Hot and cold – States of Matter 

o I can work scientifically, asking relevant 
questions and using scientific enquiries to 
answer them 

o I can set up practical enquiries, compare results 
and understand how to make a fair test. 

o I can compare and group materials 

o I can observe materials changing state when 
heated or cooled. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

o I can run, jump, throw and catch with increasing 
accuracy 

o I can apply my skills to competitive games of 
rounders and cricket. 

o I can apply my knowledge of running, jumping, 
throwing and catching to different athletic 
events. 

HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY 

o I can locate Greece on a map 

o I can explore and research Greek Gods and Goddesses 

o I can investigate ancient Greek writing and alphabet 

o I can explore and research the Ancient Greek Olympics and compare it to modern day. 
 

MUSIC 

o I can listen with attention to detail and learn to 
play key notes on the violin (year 4) 

o I can listen with attention to detail and learn to 
play key notes on the recorder (year 3) 

PSHE  

o I can give and accept compliments 

o I know I am valued at school 

o I understand rights and responsibilities in school 

o I can describe how I feel and can usually tell others how I feel. 

o I can manage my feelings 



6e. Curriculum Implementation: The Maya 
 

Class: 4 Cycle: 1 Term: Autumn Focus: History 

Sequence of lessons – knowledge 
Links to previous learning: 
BCE / CE 

BC / AD 

Chronology 

 

Supplementary Theme: 
Anglo-Saxons 

1 
When did they live? 

2 
The Maya and Anglo Saxons achievements – 
whose was better? 

Immersion / Enrichment: 
Food tasting 

How will learning be shared? 
Exhibition 

3 
The legacy of the Maya 
Compare with legacy of Anglo Saxons 

4 
Maya writing and number system Key Concepts: 

Legacy 
Settlements 
Trade 
Way of life 
Art and culture 
Rules and rulers 

Vocabulary: 
Maya, Cacao, Cenote, Codex, 
Glyph, Pyramid, Quetzel, Yucatan 
Peninsula, sacrifice, priest 5 

Where did the Maya live? 

6 
Maya architecture – compare Maya and 
Anglo Saxon villages 

7 
Maya farming  

8 
Maya trade 

Key Skills (see over) 

9 
Assessment Question – Would you rather 
live now or in Maya times? Debate? 

Notes: 

10 Pupil Voice 



The Maya – Key Skills 
 

 
Year 4 Year 5 

Chronological 
understanding 

 Place events from period studied on timeline 

 Use terms related to the period and begin to date 
events 

 Understand more complex terms, e.g. BC/AD 

 Know and sequence key events of time studied 

 Use relevant terms and period labels 

 Make comparisons between different times in the past 
 

Range & depth 
of historical 
knowledge 

 Use evidence to reconstruct life in time studied 

 Identify key features and events of time studied 

 Look for links and effects in time studied 

 Offer a reasonable explanation for some events 

 Study different aspects of different people – differences 
between men and women 

 Examine causes and results of great events and the impact 
on people 

 Compare life in early and late ‘times’ studied 

 Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another 
period 

Interpretations 
of history 

 Look at the evidence available 

 Begin to evaluate the usefulness of different sources 

 Use text books and historical knowledge 

 Compare accounts of events from different sources – 
fact or fiction 

 Offer some reasons for different versions of events 

Historical 
enquiry 

 Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event 

 Choose relevant material to present a picture of one 
aspect of life in time past 

 Ask a variety of questions 

 Use the library and internet for research 

 Begin to identify primary and secondary sources 

 Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event 

 Select relevant sections of information 

 Use the library and internet for research with increasing 
confidence 

Organisation & 
communication 

 Recall, select and organise historical information 

 Communicate their knowledge and understanding 

 
 
 



 

7. Assessment 

 Formative assessment (assessment for learning) takes place on a day-to-day basis in all subjects. This 

enables teachers to modify subsequent lessons to ensure they meet the needs of the children; reinforcing or 

extending learning as appropriate. 

 Pupils are involved in the assessment of their own and others’ learning via the use of ‘Learning Frames’. For 

more information about these, see our ‘Feedback & Marking Policy’. 

 Summative assessment (assessment of learning) takes place at the end of a topic. We carry out simple 

assessments in order to ensure future learning is effective. We use the same scale for foundation subjects as 

the core subjects of English & Maths: 

1: Working beyond age-related expectations (‘Greater Depth’) 

2: Working at age-related expectations 

3: Working towards age-related expectations 

4: Working at an earlier stage of the curriculum  

 Reception children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals.  

 At the end of the academic year, this information is communicated to parents via our annual reports. It is also 

added to our whole-school tracking system (Tracker+) to enable class teachers to differentiate lessons 

accordingly. Subject leaders can use this data to gain an overview of standards across their subject. 

 Every July, all staff members nominate children for trophies. These are awarded for academic success (such 

as ‘progress in science’) and learning behaviours (such as ‘having a growth mindset’). A certificate is given to 

all children who are nominated and the winners are presented with a trophy in a special assembly. Parents are 

invited to this event and the winners are proudly displayed in our entrance hall. 

 


